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another ' standeth most by clothing';   and his list could
easily be extended from other sources1.
The               A similar movement can be discerned in the West Riding
fe*X ** of Yorkshire-   The auhiager's roUs for the county at the end
Yorkshire. Of the fourteenth century show that weaving was carried on
in country districts near York, but was not yet organized on
any large scale in the remoter parts of Yorkshire 2.   In the
sixteenth century, however, the prosperity of the corporate
towns in Yorkshire began to wane, and their place was
usurped by their younger rivals.   Leland, whose evidence
we have already cited for Beverley, specially mentions Wake-
field as a town whose " whole profit standeth by coarse
drapery" 3.   The conditions under which these clothing
towns struggled into existence are set before us in the pre-
amble to a statute of 1555 :  " Forasmuch as the parish of
Halifax and other places thereunto adjoining, being planted
in the great waste and moors where the fertility of ground
is not apt to bring forth any corn nor good grass, but in rare
places and by exceeding and great industry of the inhabit-
ants ; and the same inhabitants altogether do live by cloth-
making, and the great part of them neither getteth corn
nor [are] able to keep a horse to carry wool, nor yet to buy
much wool at once, but hath ever used only to repair to the
town of Halifax and some other nigh thereunto, and there
to buy upon the wool-driver some a stone, some two, and
some three or four, according to their ability, and to carry
the same to their houses, some three, four, five and six miles
off, upon their heads and backs, and so to make and convert
the same either into yarn or cloth, and to sell the same, and
so to buy more wool of the wool-driver.   By means of which
industry the barren ground in those parts be now much
inhabited and above five hundred households there newly
increased within these forty years past " 4.   To the growth
of Halifax and other centres, the authorities of York in 1561
1 E.g. in Somersetshire the industry was also growing up in Mudford
and Croscombe, the latter having a gild of weavers and a gild of fullers:
Victoria County History, Somersetshire, ii. 301, 408. The Act of 1465
(Statutes, ii, 406) shows that the woollen industry was spreading in country
districts. .                 * Victoria County History, Yorkshire, ii. 409-410.
* Leland, Itinerary (ed. Smith), i. 42.             * Statutes, iv. part i. 288,